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Committee Meeting Buzz 

• Bylaws to be separated from Handbook on 
web site. Reminder that the club has its own 
external drive for Archives and for backup of 
data by committee members. 

• Club membership statistics compared 
between start of Jan 2017 and start of Jan 
2018:  

40 new or re-joined members;          
5 members resigned; 30 did not 
renew subscription. ‘Over Eighty’ 
members increased from 21 (5.7%) 
to 43 (11.5%).  

• Sarah Ellis thanked the Committee for their 
help and support over the years. This is her 
final committee meeting before handing 
over to Liz Curtis for next year. Neville 
thanked her for the marvellous job she has 
done and acknowledged that she has been 
an asset to the club and committee. 

• Rob Wallace is planning a Corrigin Tour. 
Proposed dates Sun 29 April to Fri 4 May. 
Start and end Corrigin. 331 km all on 
bitumen (for road bikes). Daily range varies 
from 53 km to 90 km. Max 24 participants. 
Sometime in January expressions of interest 
will be asked for. Committee approved. 

• Accepted invitation from WestCycle to 
become a Full member of that organisation. 
Nominated representative at meetings to be    
the President with reserve Vice President. 

 

President’s Report January 2018 

I would like to thank all Committee Members for the 
time and effort that they have devoted to their 
respective portfolios during 2017. The success of the 
Club would not be possible without your much 
appreciated service. I trust that everyone enjoys a 
safe and happy 2018. 
 
At the AGM on 7th March 2018 there are some minor 
amendments/adjustments which need to be made to 
both the By-Laws and Constitution. Please urge as 
many members as possible to attend.   Nev Taylor 
 

Ride Captain’s Report 

December 2017 

847 riders covered 44,698kms. 
December 2106 
677 riders cover 29,174kms.   
Total  for 2017 
10,557 riders covered 576,560kms 

Total for 2016 
9,744 riders covered 511,860kms. 

Variance: 813 more riders covered 64,700kms more 
than the previous year.           Peter Patullo 
 

Treasurer’s Report December 2017 
Bank balances total around $19.5k, more than enough to 
cover our requirements.  This balance includes $4.5k in 
2018 fees that had already been paid by the year-end. 
Depreciation for the year has now been calculated and 
added to the provision for depreciation in the balance 
sheet which now stands at $5k. 
Taking both these items into account there remains 
around $10k that is not required for immediate and 
foreseen requirements. 
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Subject to any changes resulting from the audit, we have 
ended the year with a small deficit of $0.6, slightly over 
$3k better than anticipated in the budget.  Within this 
overall outcome there are some variations.  
 Merchandise sales exceeded budget substantially.  Whilst 
the budget assumption was that we make little or no 
surplus on sales, we have recorded a surplus for the year 
of over $2k.  This has resulted from the reduction in cost 
of the clothing we sell when Sandra Patullo changed our 
supplier.  Refunds were made for the difference for all 
existing members who bought the new jerseys at the old 
price.  The Committee decided that the price would 
remain the same for new members on joining which led 
to a temporary surplus. 
Expenses on camps and events exceeded budget by $0.5k.  
This included subsidizing the Christmas Lunch by nearly 
$2k so there was a saving in other areas. 
We only spent about half of our $3k training budget.  
Some training was undertaken in-house and the demand 
for first aid training was less than the previous year as the 
majority of those needing the qualification already had 

the certificate valid for three years.       Colin Mellows 
  

Membership          Mike Lewis 

Current member status as at 22/02/2018: 
F  334 
OE    23 
OE/S    10 

S    10 Total members    377 
 
                 New Members 
John Alexander  Roger Baddeley 
Donald Chipper  Eddy Giacomel 
Paul Robertson 

 

Merchandise                   Sandra Patullo               
General Merchandise sales $146. 
Have purchased 30 “Take a Look” cyclist mirrors.  
Advised the Treasurer of monthly Stock on Hand and 
Jerseys paid for by members but not received yet. 
 Badges requested      $160 cash received.   
The Bring/Buy/Sell/Swap Market held at the Xmas BBQ 
function appeared to be successful as many items were 
‘swapped’. A donation of $20 to the Club was received. 
Request that a general email go to members asking for 
orders of the Winter fabric jersey ($66) and Windvests 
($66) be placed soon to enable delivery before the colder 
weather occurs. 

 
 

    ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018 
 
Wednesday, 7th March at the LEISURELIFE 
CENTRE, 34  Kent St, East Victoria Park. 

  
Meeting commences at 10:00 am. Registration opens 
at 9:00 am with refreshments offered at conclusion. 
 

          SEE  YOU  THERE 
 
 

 

Ordinary Resolution to Amend Bylaws – AGM 2018 

 
Bylaw 2.6 Ride Leaders and Tail-end Riders should 

carry whistles. When one of these riders considers 
that it is necessary for the ride to stop, a single blast 
of the whistle should be given. The signal is to be 
repeated from front to back of the group, or vice 
versa, as appropriate. The signal to proceed is two 
whistle blasts.  

Amend to: 
Bylaw 2.6 All riders should carry a whistle; an 

appointed Tail-end Rider must carry a 
whistle.  When either the Ride Leader or Tail-end 
Rider considers that it is necessary for the ride to 
stop, a single blast of the whistle should be given. 
The signal is to be repeated from front to back of the 
group, or vice versa, as appropriate. Other riders 
can stop the ride when necessary.  

Bylaw 5.2 Non-members can ride in up to three rides 
with the club rides without paying a fee, after which 
they are required to join and pay the FULL joining 
fee. 

Amend to: 
Bylaw 5.2 Non-members can ride in up to three rides 

with the club without paying a fee, after which they 
are required to join the club and pay the joining fee 
as decided by the committee. 

 

ADVOCACY       Bruce Robinson 

 
Broken Glass Campaign 
Currently, there is a high probability that the WA Container 
Deposit Scheme will be the same as the existing eastern 
states versions, without any consideration of the road safety 
issues caused by broken glass.   However, the logical case to 
change to a “whole-of-government” approach is quite strong 
and I suggest we continue to push against broken glass. 
 
I am told that around 370 million glass bottles are sold in WA 
each year.  The SA CDS gets an 85% return rate on qualifying 
bottles.  We have suggested that unclaimed deposits should 
be retained by government rather than being kept by the 
beverage manufacturer.  These funds could then be used to 
say cover clean-up costs in local governments and Main 
Roads.  If WA gets around a 60% return rate initially on glass 
bottles, and if our suggestion for a 20c deposit is accepted, 
one can estimate almost 150 million bottles unreturned and 
over $30 million in unclaimed deposits and handling fees.  
Hence there is a good case in these straightened times, that a 
revenue-positive CDS would have appeal to the WA 
Government rather than a CDS which is revenue neutral or 
needs subsidies. 
 
The legislation, which will define the WA CDS, will be 
introduced late in 2018, probably.  This provides the 
opportunity to continue to push for much less glass in the 
beverage container mix, and hence less glass on the roads.   

 
There is also the suggestion that in future there will be a 
national CDS scheme, and it would be good to push for road 
safety to be considered in any proposed national system too.  
Perhaps WA will lead with a CDS considering road-safety. 
 



1-Metre Passing Rule and Road Design. 
Cyclists are endangered when motorists are forced to 
squeeze past where median islands have been installed, 
narrowing the road lane.   Chris Muller complained about a 
blatant example of this in Duffy Tce, Edgewater.  He was 
incensed when that road narrowing project was given a road 
safety award by the WA Local Government Association.   
 
Since then, the 1-metre passing distance legislation has come 
into force, and this presents motorists with a dilemma.  
Should they squeeze past cyclists carefully, or wait, perhaps 
for ages if there are a lot of islands and not enough passing 
space in between. 
 
Main Roads commissioned, in 2012 or so, Cycling Guidelines 
for Local Area Traffic Management.  This was eventually 
released (without telling anyone) in November 2016, with 
comments due very early in the New Year.  I see today that 
the Guidelines were reopened for comment, again without 
telling us, closing May 2017.  However, the draft Guidelines 
say nothing about how LATM should handle the new 
requirements of the 1-metre passing rule. 
   
The proposed plan is to contact Main Roads and the WA Local 
Government Association and ask what changes are intended 
to be made to the November 2016 draft guidelines to 
encompass the 1-metre passing requirement.  The 1-metre 
rule may well be a very useful lever to change dangerous road 
narrowing practices, and to get the most hazardous medians 
(like Duffy Tce) removed.    
 
This whole problem for cyclists arises because road 
engineers believe that narrowing roads reduces traffic speeds 
and hence increases safety.  In fact, the reduction in speed is 
relatively minor, perhaps 5 kmh, and the hazards for cyclists 
of road narrowing are quite clear-cut.  I try to tell them I 
would rather be passed by someone doing 60 kmh than hit by 
someone doing 55 kmh, but so far without effect.  ■ 
 

  

Over 55 Cycling Club Inc. 
You can read about the history of our club from its beginnings 
in 1984 until 2004. See ‘The First Twenty Years’ on our web 
site under “ Documents “. The club was started through an 
initiative from the State Government! From very small 
beginnings to a membership of 230 by 2004 (currently about 
360). Extras such as photos and poems are in the document. 
Some interesting bits: 

• Achievement Days started in 1995 

• We had club sponsor for some years -  Cyclemania 

(still located in North Perth) 

• Our ride program was for a while published in The 

West Australian each week 

• The Muresk Camp has been running since 2001 

• Current members mentioned with significant roles 

then include Thea Benson, Nic Van Koningsbrugge, 

John Barber, Delys Howlett, Graham and Jan 

Young and Colin Pearce. 

 

 
 
 

              CORRIGIN TOUR 2018_________ 
Rob Wallace (alias The Corrigin Kid) has organised a tour of the 
Wheatbelt towns that he has a detailed knowledge of and assures us 

that there will be tail winds, mild temperatures and gourmet dining. 
 
Outline 
On Sunday 29 Apr self drive to Corrigin, park at a pre- arranged 
property between 1:30 and 2:30 pm, load your bag(s) onto a luggage 
trailer and meet at the Corrigin Caravan Park at 3:00 pm . A vehicle 
will transport your luggage from town to town. All roads are sealed 
and suitable for normal road bikes. Accommodation varies from 
caravan parks, hotels and motels and is to be booked privately. 
Meals will not be provided unless we manage to find some fresh 

road kill. 
 
Itinerary 

1. Sun 29 Apr self drive to Corrigin. (250km approx. 3hrs from 
Perth). Overnight stay. 
 
2. Mon 30 Apr ride from Corrigin to Kulin (54km). Overnight 
stay. 
 
3. Tue 1 May ride from Kulin to Hyden (90km). Overnight stay. 
 
4. Wed 2 May ride from Hyden to Narembeen (87km). 
Overnight stay. 
 
5. Thu 3 May ride from Narembeen to Bruce Rock (38km). 
Overnight stay. 
 
6. Fri 4 May ride from Bruce Rock to Corrigin (63km). Self drive 
back to Perth. 
 

We can only take a maximum of 24 riders on the guided tour. 
 
Rob will advise on catering availability on a daily basis prior to the 
next day’s ride. He will also let you know about attractions and things 
to see and do. 
 
More detailed instructions and accommodation contact numbers 
will be provided to the first 24 members to sign up for this not to be 
missed tour. There will also be a reserve list of 6. 



 

 

~~~  BUSSELTON CAMP 2018   ~~~ 

David, Marilyn, Robin & Brian 

The annual BOULES COMPETITION for the 
Heather Wallace Perpetual Trophy was held 

during the first week of camp.   

The grand final was hotly contested between 

last year’s runners-up Robyn & Brian (Dyson 

Smith) and Marilyn & David (D’Angelo 

Gibson) Marilyn & David the eventual trophy 

winners after a closely fought match.  

President Nev and Winners – Trophy Presentation 

The  VARIETY  NIGHT, ably compered by 
John Yeats, delivered a well-received 

professional revue highlighting the great 

talents of our members. 

 

 

 

 
Gus & Lyn 
 

 
Dennis, Alan, John & Roy 
 

 
Eric 
 

 

 
Colin 

 
 

ALBANY CAMP - 2018  

Tuesday 3rd April to Sunday 8th 

April  

BIG4 Emu Beach Holiday 
Park 
8 Medcalf Parade, Albany W.A. 6330 
Ph: (08) 9844-1147 or 1800-984-411 
www.emubeach.com 
 
 

http://www.emubeach.com/


 
Colin 

 
Sam & Kevin 

 
Ross 
 
And the Fancy Dress Happy Hour exceeded all 

Fashion expectations 

 
Photos courtesy John Uyen.  Computer expertise Ansje Uyen. 
 

TRYING TO PREVENT AN ACCIDENT 
During our recent holiday camp at Busselton a group of 11 club 
members were cycling in single file to Capel along Layman Road, 
Wonnerup, when the call went out loud and clear: ‘Truck back’. We 
were riding on the LHS of a solid white lane road marker but one 
rider was on the RHS of the white line and riding on the truck road 
space. Only seconds later our lead rider suddenly veered right onto 
the road because directly in front of him was concrete kerbing. This 
had not been apparent earlier due to sun shadows from trees on the 
left. The truck gave us room but we were saved from a possible 
accident because one of our group was aware of the danger. 
Marilyn and I have spent many hours trekking along paths through 
the bush and when somebody would notice that I was not present 
they would just know that I was busy with track clearance and would 
catch up soon. Similarly, at Busselton when I noticed sand across 
the foreshore cycle path I would get out my shovel and clear the 
track. On Layman Road I felt the need for action.  
Next day I went back in the car with a camera and wrote a report to 
City of Busselton  and sent a copy to Bruce Robinson, the club Safety 
and Advocacy Officer. Bruce responded very quickly that he had 
reported on the same danger over a year earlier. He then suggested 
that we should endeavour to visit his contact at the shire later in the 
week. He made the necessary arrangements and we were very well 
received by Justin Smith and Carolyn Ryder. Justin is involved with 
planning and Carolyn helps to co-ordinate the various health and 
fitness aspects of the shire. Being a cyclist herself and aware of the 
kerbing, Carolyn could well understand that visitors to the region 
could find it dangerous. Justin advised us of the difficulties faced to 
rectify the problem but advised he would have a closer look at it and 
endeavour to improve the situation. They also told us of further 
projects they were doing, in particular looking at cyclist activated 
flashing lights on the Vasse-Yallingup Siding Road and proposed 
new cycle paths through Vasse to link up with it.  
During the visit Bruce pointed out that over our two-week camp we 
cycled approx. 318,000 km in the district.  Bruce also kept the local 
Geographe Cycle Club advised of our actions. 

                                               David Gibson 

 
Me with Justin Smith and Carolyn Ryder, City of Busselton 

Letter to City of Busselton 
“On Tuesday Feb 6 while riding along Layman Road east 
towards Wonnerup House, Busselton, we were involved in 
a dangerous situation with a large sand truck. 
Of 11 cyclists in single file 10 stayed to the left of the white 
line on the LHS of the road while only one rider, who knew 
of the dangerous kerbing ahead, stayed on the road 
bitumen, with the large truck coming up behind. 
The dangerous kerbing is on the corner of Layman Rd and 
Forrest Beach Road and we were probably riding at about 
28-30kph. 
To avoid the kerbing dead ahead all the riders had to 
quickly turn to the right and onto the bitumen road into 
the space claimed by our one rider.  Fortunately, the truck 
was able to keep clear but, if other vehicles had been 
around, the situation might have been different. 
The concrete kerbing on both sides of Forrest Beach Road 
and Layman Road needs to be removed and level bitumen 
marked with white paint substituted. 
Many cyclists use Layman Road while training and this 
potentially dangerous area should be rectified urgently. 
David Gibson 
Member Over 55 Cycling Club, Perth  “ 
 



 

 
 
 

 
Cnr Layman Rd and Forrest Beach Rd, Wonnerup 
 
 

 

WAR ON WASTE:  FIXING YOUR 

COFFEE FIX  By JUSTIN BONSEY founder of 

RESPONSIBLE CAFES     (an edited excerpt ) 
  
Next time you go out, doesn’t matter where – to your local 
café, mall, office, beach or barbecue, count how many 
disposable coffee cups you see. Chances are you’ll see the 
very best of what convenience has to offer: paper cups, 
plastic cups, styrofoam cups, and those not-quite-paper, 
not-quite-plastic who-knows-what-it-is coffee cups. 

Last week, this is exactly what I did. Bravely overlooking 
plastic bags and cigarette butts, I counted 113 disposable 
coffee cups in 15 minutes; gripped protectively by cool 
cafe-goers, sipped in a hurry by folks in suits and busting 
from rubbish bins.  113 seemed a lot until I did the maths 
and realised this is about the number used in Australia 
every 4 seconds. 

Takeaway coffee cups are lined on the inside with a plastic 
film, making them notoriously difficult to recycle. And most 
never even make it there no matter what bin you put them 
in because recycling streams are usually contaminated by 
supposedly ‘compostable’ or ‘biodegradable’ cups and lids 
that never actually compost or biodegrade because most 
places don’t have the infrastructure to do it. So after a 
many-thousand-kilometre journey from forest to refinery to 
distributor to mouth, they are used for a few minutes and 
simply thrown away to remain in landfill for a thousand 
years to come. 

 

 

 

From trees to oil to water to waste, these cups are quietly 
leaving their mark on Australian culture and  the  
environment  to  the  tune  of one billion landfilled and 
littered every year. 

But this is changing fast, and the solution is so easy it’s 
almost laughable. BYO coffee cup! It doesn’t matter what it 
is – a mug from home or the office, a fancy glass and cork 
cup even a glass jar with a lid will do the job. 

Responsible Cafes is spreading across Australia, building a 
culture of reuse by connecting cafes and coffee lovers 
based on a simple idea: BYO cup and get a discount. 
Cafes offer customers with BYO cups a small discount 
(usually 30-50c, some up to $1 off), creating loyalty among 
anyone keen to save a cup or a buck, while coffee lovers 
get their fix for less.  

Nothing can stop an idea whose time has come. Every cup, 
every coffee, every day makes a difference. Until state 
governments are ready to ban them, it’s up to us to be the 
change we want to see. And it’s happening, so get ready to 
lift the lid on coffee cups! ■ 

 

 
 

KEEPING YOUR BIKE SAFE (additional 

information following on from Lyn Barnett’s advice last issue) 

Excerpt from Bicycling Western Australia 2018 
 

Help make sure your Bike is where you left it. 
If possible, try to lock your bike up at a designated bike 

parking place or in an open place where people will notice if 

anyone is acting suspiciously.  It is recommended that you 

use a U-Bolt or D lock. 

In the unfortunate event that your bike is stolen or goes 

missing, there are a number of steps you can take to help 

ensure its return.  Many lost or stolen bikes end up at Police 

Stations and the biggest issue the officers have is to match 

them with the owner. 

Each bike has its own unique serial number which can be 

registered through a Bike Shop.  When you purchase a new 

bike, ensure that the Bike Shop takes note of your name and 

the bike’s serial number.  If you are buying a second-hand 

bike you can request your bike be re-registered with the bike 

store the previous owner purchased it from. 

Microdot technology is another way to help police identify 

your bike.  With Microdot technology, you are unable to see 

the engraving with the naked eye but the markings come up 

under UV light.  Police recommend you use your Driver’s 

Licence number as a form of identification. 

▊ Ed’s Note:   

https://www.datadotdna.com/au/   

Buy DataDotDNA Bicycle micro dot Kit online 

www.neighbourhoodwatchshop.com.au  for UV markers and 

engraving pens. ▊  

https://www.datadotdna.com/au/
http://www.neighbourhoodwatchshop.com.au/


 
 

 

AND OTHER THINGS WE 

DO AT BUSSELTON………: 

 

We eat 
 

And discuss 

 
 

And drink 
 

 

 

And chat 

 

 

And smile 

 
 
 

 

And raise funds 
 

 

And cook 

 
 

 

And entertain 

 
 

 

And sometimes we 

ride our bikes           

 

And have our photos 

taken 
 

 


