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Committee Meeting Buzz  

 Meeting re Memorial for Tom Curtis scheduled 

for 8
th
 Dec with Swan Council to discuss final 

location, planning costs and insurance. 
 Interest was high for this year’s Have A Go Day.  

Set-up well presented. 200 ‘flyers for prospective 

members’ proved  a sufficient number.  Thanks to 

Yvonne and  Liz for manning the stall in the 

morning and to Alan and Anne Cooney for the 

afternoon slot. Sandra and Peter Patullo setup and 

dismantled the gear.  One new rider showed up 

then joined as a result of this event. 

 Ongoing planning for ‘safe and effective’ riding 

course 

 Planning for production of jerseys is continuing. 

 Nannup Camp seen to be a success. Extra subsidy 

from the club was appreciated. Ride on last day 

required 65 km travel in a car to get to source 

point and 65 km return. Some participants would 

have preferred a ride from Nannup instead. Peter 

Mayall has offered to organize the camp again 

next year. 

 Proposed amendments to Bylaws voted on. 

 Weekly rolling information re Busselton on the  

board each week  

 Busselton Ride Captain contacted re Monday 

and Saturday rides and AOK. 

 Busselton President will offer Town Tour on 

Sunday with a different route from 2016. 

 ‘Thank You’ BBQ changed to 1
st
 Thursday 

as dance on Friday. 

 Official invitation to BBQ to be sent to 

Busselton President and members – BYO 

drinks. 

 

 

 

 Club to subsidise the Busselton Holiday 

Camp to maximum of $1500.  Decided that 

guests of members attending the camp will 

not pay a levy. 

 Heather Wallace has donated  a set of boules.  

They are to become the perpetual ‘Heather 

Wallace Trophy’.  An appropriate plaque is 

to be arranged. 

 Burswood venue not available until end of 

March at the earliest. 

 For the Ride Program online, list Raphael 

Park until the end of June.  If needs be, the 

online program will be altered when 

Burswood becomes available. 

 Ride Program hard copy to state “Raphael 

Park/Burswood – Venue TBA”   through to 

end of June. 

 Indication on both online and hard copy  
“SUBJECT TO CHANGE”. 

 Beaton Park is to undergo major earthworks 

early 2017.  This could affect the first 

Wednesday ride in January 2017. 

 Bibra Lake Memorial Ride:  Due to 

earthworks around the venue, an alternative 

venue is to be considered. Whitfords Nodes 

was suggested  – adequate parking, shade, 

and access; also Perry Lakes. Other venues 

are to be looked at. 

 Discussion whether City Beach is a viable 

venue?  Parking areas are separated.  More 

specific information in Program re location 

of start may help. 

 Over Eighty members’ present status to be 

verified. 
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Committee Meeting Buzz (Cont’d) 

 Member John Smith has enquired about 

commencing Monday L3/L4 rides.  John to be 

advised that  such rides will be an official ride if a 

group is organised from either Leederville or 

Raphael Park, as per the Ride Program, and has a 

ride leader and tail-ender.  The rides can be 

publicised at Wednesday rides. 

 36 applications received for the two First Aid 

courses on 13
th

 and 16
th

 December.  $2136 paid 

for 24 participants.  Approval given for up to 

$1200 for further course proposed for 10
th

 and 

17
th
 January.  Commitment to January course on 

hold until numbers confirmed. 

 Advanced Bike Handling Course to be held at 

Busselton Holiday Camp in February.  Program 

will consist of a 2 x 1 hour theory and a practical 

followed by a 2 hour confirmation ride. 
 Club to purchase 1 terrabyte of storage space with 

Zoolz as a one off payment at a cost of $40.  

Approval given to spend up to $200 to purchase 

external drive for data storage. 

 “Stolen Bikes Australia” (a new entity) will keep 

a register of bikes after allocating unique security 

numbers for each bike. The bike will be stamped 

with this number which can then be used to 

recover it if stolen. Free registration.  Peter 

Mahoney to be approached to organise this for 

Club members. (See Bike Vault below.) 

. 

  
Sandra & Liz - Have A Go Day Burswood 2016 
 

President’s Report 

Overnight to Toodyay 30-31 October – 
Organiser Neville Taylor 
15 club members participated in this ride.  The ride went 

through some beautiful countryside with some challenging 

hills.  The weather was excellent and the accommodation 

at Toodyay friendly and clean.  Nev did a great job in 

organising the event and making sure all participants were 

looked after and didn’t get lost.  Neville drove his own 

vehicle as the sag wagon and also provided refreshments 

for the morning break on the first day and provided after 

dinner entertainment, ie Bingo on Sunday night which got 

a bit competitive, with the last game being a six card game. 

All future rides of this kind to definitely include a budget 

to meet the out of pocket expenses of the organisers. 

 

Vulnerable Road Users Advisory Group Forum 
– 2 November  
Bruce Robinson and I attended the above Forum which 

was arranged by Road Safety Commissioner, Mr Kim 

Papalia.  Deputy Premier Liza Harvey and various senior 

Government officials were present along with 

representatives of various stakeholder groups such as West 

Cycles and Cycling WA. 

The purpose of the Forum was to outline the requirements 

to create a Vulnerable Road Users Advisory Group 

(VRUAG), which will provide input into policy and 

initiatives to reduce trauma on Western Australian roads. 

I am awaiting confirmation that the Over 55 Cycling Club 

will be invited to nominate a representative on VRUAG. 

 
2nd Advanced Bike Maintenance Workshop – 
23 October 
The Advanced Bike Maintenance Workshop has proved to 

be very popular and it was decided to offer this second 

workshop on 23 October. Even then, demand exceeded the 

number of spaces available. The limit was 24 attendees at 

each of the workshops i.e. a total of 48 for the two 

workshops.  All 24 members who had booked for the first 

workshop on 9 October turned up but unfortunately only 

18 of the members who had booked a place for this second 

workshop on 23 October turned up, i.e. 6 didn’t turn up 

and hadn’t bothered to let me know which meant that I 

couldn’t inform those on the standby list that there was a 

space for them. 

At the workshops the top two mechanics from TBE (The 

Bicycle Entrepreneur) provided advice and guidance on 

bike maintenance and repair, including adjusting 

derailleurs and brakes, replacing a chain, a cassette, chain 

rings and more.  Even the highly experienced attendees 

were impressed and grateful for the tips and advice passed 

on by the two mechanics.   

(See O55 website for Maintenance Notes) 
 
‘Tim’s Ride’ – 12 November  
Over 40 Club members participated in Tim’s ride.  The 

overall number of people participating was slightly down 

on last year.  This year the ride organisers invited Club 

members to honour the memory of Tom Curtis (who was 

killed last year the day after his 60
th
 birthday) by wearing a 

badge with a photograph of Tom. At the formal ceremony 

at the end of the ride, Liz Curtis (Tom’s widow) gave a 

very moving speech in memory of Tom and the need for 

safety to be a priority for cyclists. 

 

 
Warren & Sarah leading off 



 

President’s Report (Cont’d) 

 

Nannup Camp – 13 to18 November (Organiser 
Peter Mayall) 
A total of 37 people attended the Nannup Camp, which 

was enjoyed by all. It was a very happy and well run camp. 

Many thanks to Peter Mayall for organising and running 

the event.  Thanks also to Peter & Sandra Patullo 

fordelivering the Club trailer to the camp and returning it 

to its base in South Perth; Vicki Richards and James 

Carpenter for organising morning refreshments at various 

locations during the event and Dennis Harper for allowing 

Vicki and James to use his vehicle for towing the Club 

trailer to and from refreshment stops; Gary Thomas for 

carrying out his Ride Captain duties at the camp; all of the 

Ride Leaders leading the various rides and, of course, all 

the members who made it a Camp. 

 

Disc Golf (Frisbee Golf) – 27 November   
(Organiser Michelle Ottaway)  
Twenty three people turned up to the event. We all had a 

great time.  Thanks to Michelle and Steve Ottaway for 

organising the event and providing delicious cakes and 

fruit and prizes for different categories. Also thanks to Liz 

Curtis for the slices. 

 

 
Frisbee Feast 

 
Ride to Northam (  staying overnight at Northam)  – 
27- 28 November (Organisers Neville & Kay Taylor) 
Only 6 hardy adventurous riders fronted up to Midland to 

challenge the Kep Track to Northam. The forecast 

temperature was around 32C in Perth but a bit more in 

Northam , which resulted in several late withdrawals. The 

Bakers Hill pie shop was very popular both ways. An 

enjoyable evening dinner was had by all , with some thirst 

quenching fluid also quite popular. A hard day meant an 

early night, so that the riders could get an early start the 

next day. Away by 7am and back at Midland at 1 pm  

Well done to all.  (Scripter  Nev Taylor) 
               Graham Miller , President 

 

 

 

 

 

Ride Captain’s Report       Gary Thomas 

Gary reminded the meeting that all accidents need to 

be reported to the Ride Captain. 

 

Ride Statistics 
October 2016 Totals   October 2015 
Number of Riders –           642   (1021) 
Distance Travelled -     34,525 km               (54,862 km) 
Year to Date Riders –     7917   (8487) 
Year to Date Distance  - 420,626 km                  (423,458 km) 
(About 3000 less in 2016) 

 
Nannup Statistics 
Destination Riders Distance 
Lavender Farm  32  1678 
Balingup   34  1650 
Donnelly Mill  28  1714 
Berry Farm  22  1012 
Totals  116  6054 

 
Accidents 
**John Morhall suffered a serious back injury after hitting a piece 
of concrete on a cycle path. He attended hospital and will be in a 
brace for some time and unable to cycle or drive for 3-6 months 
**This is what can happen when you fail to make your  
   Calls    LOUD & CLEAR   up and down  the  peloton.  
**Gary Thomas suffered a severe knee injury when he hit a post 
in North Fremantle. An MRI scan revealed a knee replacement 
was an option to relieve pain in the ‘short to medium long term’. 
 
 
 
 
Budget       $$ 
Trailer expenses    63.00 
Thank you to Busselton  Club  800.00 
Prizes for Quiz Night    50.00 
Prizes for Old Time Dance   30.00 
Vasse Hall hire for Dance 120.00 
Printing Quiz program    10.00 
Park Wildlife preservation 120.00 
Boules Trophy Prize    20.00 
Incidentals     50.00 

   Total               $1,263.00             

 

Treasurer’s Report – Nov 2016 

Balance Sheet 

The balance sheet as at 29th November 2016 shows a cash and 

bank balance of around $24.5k which includes income received 
in advance for the Christmas Lunch and for 2017 Membership 

Fees amounting to around $4k.  In addition, I have estimated that 

we have received around $2k for club jerseys that we have been 

unable to purchase or supply.  I have included this as income in 
advance.  At this stage this is a rough estimate.  I will get the 

exact position at year end along with the stock value.  These 

receipts are held in the balance sheet rather than be counted as 

income.  Nannup costs were $785.  (Up to $800 allowed for.)   

Income and Expenditure Account 

Year to date we are showing a surplus of around $2.7k to a 

budgeted annual loss of $1.25K.  This will reduce further as it 

does not currently take account of the depreciation for the year 
budgeted at $1,500.  In addition First Aid Training is being 

booked for December 2016.  I estimate that we should end up 

very close to budget. 

 
 

                                            
                                            Colin Mellows – Club Treasurer 

When I see an adult on a bicycle, I 

do not despair for the future of the 

human race.            H.G. Wells 

Reminder:  Fees Are Due 

Busselton Holiday Camp 
Saturday 4th to Saturday 18th February 2017 



Advocacy                        Bruce Robinson 

 Proposed that we contribute to the discussion on 

introducing deposits on glass bottles and support 

in principle moves to legislate for same.  At this 

time, it will not be supported by Government. 

 With regard to bollards, it is generally agreed that 

many are ineffectual, there are other safer designs 

to be sourced, and there are more than needed. 

 Lobbying continues with Main Roads and 

councils to fix the ongoing problem of kerb and 

driveway ramps not flush with road or pavement.   

 Some councils are still dangerously narrowing 

roads in order to slow traffic.  This, they 

mistakenly believe, is safer for cyclists.   

                           ˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽ 

Membership                          Mike Lewis 

The membership numbers as at 30 November are: 

Financial:             329 

OE:                         25 

Social:                    10 

Total                    364 
The status of all Over Eighty members has been clarified.  In 

future, an annual letter will be sent at time of yearly registrations, 

enquiring if they wish to remain a member of  the Club, either 

riding or social, and pointing out that membership is still free. 

Change of details. 

If any members have changed their address, telephone 

number/s or emergency contact details, could you please 

inform the membership secretary by email. 

membershipsecretary@o55perth.bike 

                           ˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽ 

Bike Vault 
Secure your bike’s identity and ownership by registering your 

bike in a free Bike Vault. Once registered you can login and 

update your bike details and photographs at any time. If your 

bike is stolen you can change your bike status from SAFE to 

STOLEN. This will assist police and people local to the area 

that it was stolen in recovering your bike. You can also search a 

special database of abandoned stolen bikes in the hope of 

finding yours. Recording frame serial numbers or other unique 

form of bike identification can help in getting your bike found. 

Peter Mahony has volunteered to be an ‘ambassador’ for our 

club in respect of the Bike Vault scheme. If interested then go 

to their web site at https://www.stolenbikes.com.au/  Peter 

can be contacted on 9417 5219 or seen at our Wednesday ride. 

 

 

Christmas Lunch  
Another fun-filled Club Christmas Lunch has come and 

gone. 120 members attended and all agreed that the venue 

was top notch, the service excellent and the food delicious. 

Everyone was decked out in their Christmas clobber and 

we all looked very nice, even if we do say so ourselves. 

Rob and Heather Wallace dropped in early to say hello to 

everyone and we all got a chance to talk to Heather, which 

was great, and to give Rob some words of support. 

 

Of course, there was the usual prize and award giving,  

interspersed with – dare I say it? – dissonant Carol singing, 

though we, including John on mic’,  did all do our best.    

(NB:  Must do better next year.) 

 

AND  this year’s Turkey Award, presented by Graham 

Baker, went to Maurie Mepham who won hands down (by 

public applause) from 5 near contenders President 

Graham, MC John, Gus, Dennis and Val.  We had 10 

aspirants in all, so “Well done, Maurie,”  We can’t all 

change a flat tyre and put the same punctured tube back 

three times !! 

 
 

John Yeats MC did a sterling job keeping us all in order 

and he and Nola received well-deserved thanks for all their 

preparation to make the day the success it was. 

   

 
Gymnasium Talkfest Award       McDonald’s Meritorious Award 
 

 
Flat Bar Cycling Award                         A Bike-A Day-Award 
 

 
Safety All At Sea Award                           I don’t know what for 
                                                                   Dog Catastrophe Award 

AND  THERE’S  MORE  ► ► ► 
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Welcome to Collar Bone Club                  Good Samaritan Award 

  

 
Well done, David, on winning the Door Prize 

  ˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽˽ 
 

The Club Social Calendar did not stop at the Christmas 

Lunch.  It was quickly followed  by a night ride, the first 

for the year.  Destination was Wembley Food Court aka 

Cambridge Forum.  A dozen or so riders cycled off as the 

sun set to enjoy a veritable taste sensation, lamb shanks 

and laksa the meals of choice. 

 
 

The next event to end our 2016 Calendar was the annual 

Christmas BBQ, under the masterful touch of Sarah and 

Warren, and supported nobly by all riders on the day. 

 

 

 
The Chef (good to see Len, too)      Chef’s willing helpers 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
 
Bike Week 2017 Friday, 17th – Sunday, 26th March 
Bike Week is Western Australia’s annual celebration of people 
riding bikes. 
As part of this week, our Club is planning to hold  Bike Week 
Seniors’ Rides on Tuesday, 21

st
 March 2017 for any person who 

would like to give cycling a try.  The rides will leave from Raphael 
Park at approximately 9.00 am with two rides, one 10 km and 
the other 20km.  The short ride will go over the Causeway, across 
Elizabeth Quay and around South Perth foreshore, probably 
stopping for coffee near Coode St jetty.  The longer ride will go 
around the eastern river shore to Ascot, across Garratt Rd bridge 
and back via a coffee stop at the Maylands golf course.  If these 
rides prove popular, future rides could be held commencing at 
alternate venues. 
Bruce Robinson and Vicki Richards will be organising the rides.  
Volunteers are needed to help on the day to accompany riders 
and a few prepared to be on standby to step in if we get more 
participants than expected.   
Members might have friends who ride but are loath to come on a 
normal club ride.  Also you may know people who might attend 
given the short distances and gentle pace. 
The rides will be listed in the Bike Week program and we intend 
to seek coverage in seniors’ and local newspapers. 
For details re Bike Week 2017 – http://bikeweek.com.au/ 
Bruce Robinson – Bruce.Robinson@Westnet.com.au 
   9384 7409  0427 398 708 
Vicki Richards – vickirics@optusnet.com.au 
   0300 3998  0412 767 790 

 

 

       
How good was the Nannup Camp?  Extremely enjoyable   
(except for one member who had her mobile phone 
stolen). 
Did we pedal up some big hills?   Too right we did.  At 
Happy Hour all chests were puffed out, and rightly so. 
 
Peter Mayall did a grand job of organising everything 
from start times, part  rides, halfway points,  muffin 
orders, morning teas,  even a pizza van, ‘though he sadly 
couldn’t organise 4 days of fine riding weather.  And a 
rainy Wednesday ride to Manjimup was taxing, to say 
the least; and drying clothes was especially challenging. 
 
Ride Captain Gary sent all riders off safely each morning. 
Great to see his happy smile, telling us how to stay safe..   
 
Sandra Patullo ordered the juices and fruit, along with 
ice and cold water for our refreshers along the routes, 
and Vicki and James ferried the trailer around and 
collected those who were lagging  (or is that ‘sagging’). 
Cameron arrived with an abundance of printed  route 
maps but they didn’t help Dennis who found himself on 
the road to Bridgetown, alone but not downhearted.  He 
was safely brought back into the fold via Colin Mellows’ 
Subaru. 
 
The farewell barbecue saw us sharing a drink or two, 
a skinny pizza or two, or three,  reminiscing, presenting 
well-deserved ‘thank you’ gifts and wishing the four days 
hadn’t passed so quickly.  But there’s always 2017.   
 
 

 

 

         NANNUP 2016 

To read about Graeme (Gus) 

and Lyn Barnett’s Cruising 

Holiday, skip to the end …… 

mailto:Bruce.Robinson@Westnet.com.au
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Yes, I only had 
one muffin ! 

It 
It’s definitely 
    Off . 

Za zdorov'e! 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 
Yep, somebody’s 

stolen your 
gloves 

 

 

Hi, there. 
I think 

I’m lost ! 

 
There’s a 
bike over 

 
We’ve 
lost 
Dennis  

I’d  rather 
be Boating 

It’s still 
off ! 



 

       Voyage across 4 Oceans of the World 
                                                                     Lyn and Graeme Barnett 2016 

 
The Atlantic, the Pacific, the Southern and the Indian 
Oceans.   When you look at a World map you realise that 
that is a voyage half way around the World. 
Well, that’s what we undertook when we left Perth for 
London in October 2016 to connect with our Cruise Ship.  
We maxed out the luggage weight allowance, we maxed out the 
cabin luggage weight allowance, and we hung around our 
necks everything else that we could. Planes have a luggage 
allowance but ships do not.  Our change of planes in 
Singapore was a tight one so we used their “Meet and Greet” 
personnel which is a service par excellence. They take you 
from one plane to another, the shortest route, and you get 
placed on the plane ahead of the queue. Very 
accommodating! Without a doubt, though, it is a long tiring 
trip.  Followed only by Graeme’s insistence in London that 
we catch a train to our Hotel.  
Started out ok, then as the early morning commuter crush 
started we became wedged in with suitcases and guilt, (at 
taking so much room in the train from the early morning 
working people rush.) But they were kind and non 
complaining.  Then  finally into a very centrally located Hotel 
in Oxford Street. 
We spent five days in London, catching up with a Grandson 
and his partner and family, and meeting the parents of the 
young man who saved Graeme’s life when he had his heart 
attack back in July of 2015. How fantastic that was.  Plus we 
managed to see one Live Show right in the heart of the 
plethora of Live theatres in London. How alive and busy 
London is! We window shopped in Selfridges because you 
need a bank in your back pocket to shop there.  And actually 
shopped in M. and  S. 
Down to the dock yards in Tilbury our ship awaited us. We 
were told with good authority that boats you play with in the 
bath and ships you sail in.  So we sailed out of London from 
Tilbury in our new home, the ship we were to be a passenger 
on for 54 nights.  The date was 11th October, 2016. . We 
were to have about 480 companions for most of the voyage, 
but the actual persons changed when some left and some 
came aboard at different  “stops” along the way. 
The ship was small by shipping standards, but just right for 
us. The cabin was about the size of our caravan, so we were 
well used to the rather confined quarters. And straight into a 
Fire and Emergency Drill. We can do that, except that 
Graeme dropped some paperwork down the side of the bed, 
and we had to open up the bed to retrieve it and, of course 
we couldn’t get the bed back could we? Never mind. That 
has to wait. Life Raft procedures take precedence! 
Found the internal pool, and it is warm. Bliss, that’s where I 
will be heading. And the relaxation beds, made of mosaics, 
and heated ….delightful. Found the Saunas, and the Jet 
Showers, and the exercise room, and where to eat, and so it 
went on.  
There is a daily programme which you can choose to join in 
with or select as you choose. Anyone for Table tennis, or 
Bean Bag Boulle? Or cards, or what  ever you fancy. Guest 
lecturers on a variety of subjects, crafts if you are that way 
inclined. And after a while you choose your own schedule. 
Exercise, and entertainment. And people wanting to talk 
about a myriad of topics, share a table, or a cuppa. 

 
Life on the ocean waves has a down side. It is called: 
Communication with the outside world. 
Every second person has come on board with a mobile 
phone, or tablet.  
Well this is how it works: the ship buys internet time from 
one of various satellites as it travels. Could be: Norway, or 
Sweden could be any Country in the world that owned a 
satellite, but is sure wasn’t Australia.  
The passengers buy that time from the Ship. It is expensive, 
and as we all came to discover, it was money wasted. The 
servers that we were accustomed to using could not make a 
connection with the satellites being used, and the further out 
the ship went the less chance was the connection. You had 
to use Gmail for any small chance of making home 
connections. And that was infrequent. After about 2 weeks a 
method of connecting with the Ships satellite connection was 
given to passengers. It was fraught with problems the entire 
journey. What added to the difficulties were rezeption ( that 
was how they spelt it) staff.  They smiled and were polite, but 
drove you insane with their “it must be the satellite “answers. 
When in fact if you could get the blonde rezeption staff 
member who understood the internet and its complexities 
well you could breathe a sigh of relief, she could “fix” the 
problem. She knew her stuff.  
 
I would have to say that the internet and the complexities of 
the communication system caused misery. People who thought 
they were tech savvy got angry, those who thought they 
managed fairly well got more and more miserable, and those 
who professed little skills thought they were absolute idiots.  
None of which was true. And none of which was their fault. 
I took the time to write down what I thought would turn the 
misery into learning and fun and I gave this to the Cruise 
Director, who in turn gave it to the Greek Shipping Home 
office. 
  
I thought they had an ideal situation where they could get a 
lot of brownie points from passengers if they made the 
whole experience turn into fun and enjoyment. But, this I 
know, something has to change to win the hearts of 
passengers who felt justifiably ripped off wasting money on 
an absence of the ability to communicate. I would estimate 
that I spent about $100 dollars of which I would estimate 
maybe $50 produced any real communication. 
 
But to return to the positive side of life. 
The food was plentiful. The restaurants were either Buffet or 
Fine dining. So each day we did both. Buffet for breakfast 
and lunch and we were waited on for dinner each night. 
Then after dinner we went and listened to music, and onto 
the Show for the evening. The musicians on board included 
an opera singer, young and slim, with a beautiful voice, and 
another young and slim violin player. She could make the 
strings of the violin dance to any tune. When she played 
music like “Ava Maria” you could hear a pin drop in the 
Captains Lounge. So the music was classical some nights and 
modern music other nights. 
 
 



 
Our fine dining table mates were connoisseurs of wine and 
enjoyed the reds and whites throughout the trip. I enjoyed 
the Champagne. Which I bought by the bottle and had a 
glass each night. Well, not every night, probably one bottle 
per week. There were Gala nights when everyone dressed 
UP. Elegance was the name of the game. And would you 
believe it Graeme had forgotten to bring a tie. So we 
borrowed one from another chap who we became friends 
with. 
 
The nightly shows. Well the entertainment team consisted 
of 6 dancers, 3male and 3 female. 3 male vocalists, and 3 
female vocalists, and the Cruise director. Plus a comedian 
who came on board for one leg of the trip. Two pianists and 
a singer who only performed in the early evening and on the 
deck outside. They also had  a band who seemed to be 
everywhere. Backing, supporting or playing solos. 
We were treated to Abba, The Rocky Horror Show, Country 
and Western, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Hullo Dolly, Les 
Miserables, to name a few of the Shows. We also had the 
Passengers Night to Star, and the Staff showing their 
Talents. So lots of fun nights. Graeme did a star turn and has 
the DVD to prove it. 
 
Ports of Call.  
Madeira, the Portuguese Island was the first stop. A lovely 
Island, one we could revisit. Used by Europeans as their fun 
place. 
Then down to the Caribbean, where we stopped at three 
different Islands. They have lost their major exports and now 
rely heavily on Tourism. So a lot of unemployment which is 
evidenced by the houses, and the shops. Not a place I would 
rush back to. But, their houses are so colourful. They are all 
painted pinks and blues and reds and yellows… gorgeous. 
The high light of the trip was the Panama  Canal. 100 years 
ago the engineers who designed this must have been 
phenomenally far sighted. It was superb. The ideas for the 
lochs came from Mr Eiffel who designed Lochs and 
interestingly enough the Eiffel Tower in France. And that 
was back in 1887 !. So go figure the intelligence that was 
shown at the turn of the century. It was completed in 1914 
with Roosevelt of the USA having a 100 year lease. However 
it was returned to the Panamanians in 1999 , so now all the 
money gained from the use of it belongs  to them. They have 
a second canal  just completed, for the seriously large Cruise 
ships which are just starting to use the Canal too. And they 
pay for the privilege, some ships pay up to 1 million per 
passage through. They charge Cruise ships by the bed 
numbers that they have on board. 
Interestingly enough when this was being built they lost 
some 25,000 workers due to disease carried by mosquitoes, 
until they learned how to combat them with oil spray. But in 
its entirety the Canal is a feat of engineering, and an absolute 
wonder of our modern world. It is something to watch, and 
to go through and for us it was  the wow factor x 100. 
Did I tell you there are crocodiles along the embankments of 
the Canal. Now who would have thought it!  I actually saw 
them. 
Acapulco, a place relying on tourism ( not drugs) for 
survival, and held back by the lack of tourists because they 
feel unsafe. Heck, unsafe, everywhere we went we 
encountered police heavily armed. I mean machine guns 
slung over their shoulders. And open topped Police cars with 
4 or 5 armed police cruising the streets. 
Expensive place though. 
 

Remembrance Day. This was celebrated with services, and 
commemorations, Extremely well done. And that reminds 
me to say, there were Church Services every Sunday. A very 
respectful ecumenical service. You would be amazed at the 
turn out for the Services.  
On to the French Polynesian Islands. Of the three we 
visited I was disappointed in Tahiti, but Moo-era was truly 
like a step back in time.  Beautiful and peaceful.  If World 
War Three started tomorrow no one would know on this 
Island. We could go back there tomorrow. Some described it 
as ‘Wow’.  
 
So we crossed the International Date line, and the Captain 
threw a party. And we also lost a complete day along the way 
too. We went to sleep on a Thursday and woke up on a 
Saturday. 
Auckland and we went ashore to my sister and brother and 
his family. It was a really lovely occasion. Passengers enjoyed 
Auckland, but we also “lost” quite a few of them as they 
were disembarking. Some were going to travel New Zealand 
and then rejoin the Ship on its return voyage to Europe next 
March. Some passengers left in Sydney with the same 
purpose in mind, but to travel around Australia first. 
Twice we deviated from our proposed journey. Once coming 
around the top of NZ where we met high winds. Now that 
sort of wind causes the ship to rock and roll. The second 
time in the Australian Bight and for the same reason. 
Sydney remains the most beautiful port in the world. I have 
seen none better. And when you dock you do so right at the 
bottom of the city and next to the Rocks. Here my own 
family joined us and we had a lovely meal with them all in a 
restaurant in the Rocks. So a very beautiful day. 
Adelaide next stop. My first chance for a real Australian 
Meal in months, and I chose as Asian Beef Salad. And didn’t 
they make a super one too. We know SA well so it was a ride 
on the train and the tram to Glenelg,  then back on board. 
Kangaroo Island didn’t disappoint. Interesting, and a visit 
to the Seal colony was just perfect. The seals all have young 
pups by the end of November, and to look at they as cute as 
can be.  
We should have been home in Fremantle by 8am but those 
winds we avoided took us another 4 hours. A couple of 
passengers missed their connections, which made me 
wonder why anyone would only allow themselves the time to 
race to the airport from a cruise, especially when Western 
Australia turned on a really warm and inviting day. 
Home, to an inviting house, and the next door neighbour’s 
dog going ecstatic on our return, and even the bird whistling 
MY whistle (Pop goes the weasel). 
Not to finish on a sour note but to be realistic, the second 
down turn about cruising is those who bring the really bad 
influenza’s on board and them give it to everyone else on 
board. Graeme was laid low for a week, and I caught his bug 
and was probably incapable for about three days. I want to 
strangle them, or make them walk the gang plank and never 
be allowed on a Cruise Ship again. 
I think that cruising will never be perfect, but staying at 
home isn’t either. We heard our fair share of complainers, 
and I turned a deaf ear to many of them. Some people will 
never be pleased, and their worries and woes seem to be a 
manifestation of their small world. And aren’t you glad that 
they aren’t neighbours. 
The mark of a good trip is being pleased to leave home, to 
holiday and to experience everything the trip brings you; and 
being happy to return to the comforts of home.  
And I  think Graeme and I did that in spades. 

                 Lyn Barnett, December, 2016 ▄▄ 


