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Over 55 Cycling Club – Report to 2017 AGM 

 
This is my last report as President of the Over 55 Cycling Club.  I first took on the role in 
March 2015. I am pleased to report that during that time, the club has continued to grow 
and develop but has been true to its stated objectives, namely – 
 

• To promote interest in cycling for mature aged members of the public. 
• To promote good fellowship among those interested in cycling. 
• To educate, train, coach and encourage members of the Club. 
• To do all such things and acts conducive to the furtherance of the objects and 

interests of the Club. 
 
Following is a brief outline of Club activities and new initiatives during the past two 
years: 
 
THE CLUB’S 30th ANNIVERSARY:  
In May 2015, to celebrate the Club’s 30th Anniversary* the Club organised the ‘30th 
Anniversary Ride’ from Perth to Busselton from 3rd to 6th May. The event was a huge 
success with approximately 90 Club members participating.   

There were many volunteers involved in organising and running the event and without 
their input the event would not have been possible. Special thanks to Delys and Ross 
Howlett, who took on the lion’s share of organising the event. 

(*The Club’s 30th anniversary was actually in 2014) 

 
RIDES 
Weekly rides on Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays, 
‘Achievement Day’ rides held annually. 
 
NEW RIDES INTRODUCED FROM 2015 
Monday rides leaving from Leederville – formalised in 2015. 
An annual ‘Memorial Ride’ in memory of club members who have passed away – 
introduced in 2016. (Replaces the first Wednesday ride in March) 
 
CAMPS 
The Club continued to run various camps as follows: 
 
Busselton 
Albany 
Muresk 
Nannup 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS 
Various social events were offered including: 
 
Christmas lunch/party 
BBQ’s 
Bowls night 
Frisbee Golf 
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Theatre outings 
 
MANAGEMENT AND SERVICES TO MEMBERS 
The Club has also updated a number of its management arrangements and services to 
members including: 
 
A new website.  
(I have received many compliments about the high quality of our web site. Many thanks to Stuart 
Garner for the excellent job he is doing in connection with the Club’s web site)  
Position Descriptions for Committee members. 
Arranged a new supplier for Club jerseys. 
 
CLUB ADVOCACY AND REPRESENTATION 
The Club was represented at various WA Government and other forums including: 
 
Bruce Robinson has represented the club at numerous meetings and has made many 
detailed submissions to appropriate bodies regarding issues impacting on cyclist’s 
safety. He has also lobbied government ministers regarding safety matters including 
introducing the 1m passing law and deposits on glass containers in an attempt to reduce 
the amount of broken glass on our roads, cycle lanes and bike paths. Many thanks to 
Bruce for all his considerable input. 

Commencing last year, the Club’s President is an invited member of the WA 
Government’s ‘Vulnerable Road Users Advisory Group’ (VRUAG). This group includes 
members from various organisations including, WA Roads Dept., WA Police, RAC, West 
Cycle, Bicycle Western Australia, WA Seniors Association, Ulysses Club and others. 
The primary role of VRUAG is to provide advice to the Government and relevant 
agencies such as the Road Safety Commission, regarding issues relating to the safety 
of vulnerable road users including, cyclists, motorcyclists, pedestrians, the elderly and 
people with disabilities. 

 
EVENTS HOSTED/SUPPORTED BY THE CLUB AND ITS MEMBERS 
The Club / Club members hosted and/or participated in the following: 
 
‘Happiness Cycle Event’ 2014. 
‘Have a go day’. 
‘National Bike Count’ 
 
SUPPORT TO CHARITIES 
The Club / Club members also: 
 
Supported a number of charities with donations from raffles and other events. 
Supported ‘Bicycles for Humanities’ by actively recycling donated bicycles and arranging 
their shipment to appropriate organisations overseas. 
 
SUPPORT OF THE CLUB AND IT’S MEMBERS BY OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
Over the last 2 years the Club has been fortunate to have had the support of a number 
of organisations. This included direct sponsorship of the 30th Anniversary tour by the 
Shire of Busselton and also TBE bike shops.  Some sponsorship is ongoing including 
‘Gold Star’ status from TBE bike shops and also their support by running advanced bike 
maintenance workshops; generous discounts for bike service from ‘About Bike Hire’; 
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generous discounts for accommodation for Club members from RAC Busselton Holiday 
Park and Bayview Resort, Busselton.   
 
SURVEY OF CLUB MEMBERS 
In 2015 a survey of Club members was undertaken aimed at identifying how we can 
further improve an already great Club. Seventy three Club members completed the 
survey. The data collected has enabled the committee to identify specific areas for 
improvement and new initiatives to be developed. Based on the data from the survey, 
the Committee agreed to support the following: 
 
1. ‘Supported bike tours’. (With overnight stopover). 
2. Advanced bike maintenance courses. 
3. Courses on safe and effective bike riding. 
4. More social events. 
5. A workshop on exercise and diet.  
6. Introductory bike maintenance courses.  
 
I am pleased to report that all of the above initiatives have been initiated and were well 
supported by Club members.  My sincere thanks to all who assisted in their 
implementation and delivery. 
 
SAFETY 
As well as the various courses identified above, Gary and Neville on behalf of the Club 
are planning to produce a video aimed at providing guidance for Club members in 
connection with safe bike riding. 
 
The Club sponsored 35 members to attend an introductory course on First Aid – the 
course included elementary first aid, and first aid in an emergency including CPR.  The 
aim is to have at least one member of every riding group, qualified in First Aid. 
 
NEW CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS 
The Club currently has a written Constitution, which is approved under the Associations 
Incorporation Act of WA. However, a new Associations Incorporation Act 2015 was 
enacted on 1 July 2016, which requires that our Club has a Constitution that complies 
with the new Act. We have until 31 June 2019 to comply. 

The Committee agreed that we should expedite the introduction of our new Constitution, 
sooner rather than later. Because of the number of changes and restructure necessary, 
the Committee decided that the best strategy for the Club was to produce a new 
constitution which follows the template provided by the Dept. of Commerce.  A draft 
copy of the Club’s new Constitution, with associated By Laws, has recently been made 
available to all Club members and will be formally considered for adoption at this AGM.  

My sincere thanks to Club Secretary, Cameron Blyth for the tremendous amount of work 
he has put into drafting the new Constitution and By Laws over the last few months.  
 
I would also like to thank the sub-committee who assisted in refining a number of interim 
drafts and the final draft of the new Constitution and By Laws for submission to the 
AGM. The sub committee included Cameron Blyth, Neville Taylor, Gary Thomas, Colin 
Mellows and myself. 
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Thanks also for the very valuable guidance we received from Club member John Morhall 
(who has tertiary qualifications in Law) in connection with a number of issues relating to 
the New Constitution and amendments to the By Laws.  

The Future 

We are very fortunate to have nominations from terrific Club members for almost all of 
the positions on the Committee.  The only position without a nominee is that of ‘Events 
Coordinator’.  This is a very important and critical position and I hope that the vacancy 
will be filled soon.  

Given the excellent team that we will have managing the Club I am confident that the 
Club will continue to be true to its stated objectives and be a club that we are all proud to 
support and be part of. 

My sincere thanks 

My sincere thanks to the Committee members, our volunteers - Ride Leaders, Tail End 
Charlies, Car Watch participants, camp organisers, catering support, name tags maker.  
The club relies on their input and could not function without their help.  It has been an 
honour and a pleasure working with you. 

My special thanks to retiring committee members - Gary Thomas your hard working 
‘Ride Captain’ for the past three years; James Carpenter who has been on the 
Committee for 13 years, including 8 years as editor of the newsletter; Stuart Garner for 
his active contribution in many areas and particularly in connection with setting up and 
managing the Club’s website (I’m pleased to say that Stuart will continue to be the 
Club’s ‘Webmaster’ and attend Committees when required); Greg Murphy for his 
contribution over the past three years as an active committee member in many areas; 
Margaret Clark for her contribution, particularly in connection with archiving important 
club documents and my darling wife Sandra Miller for her contribution over the last 5 
years in particular in connection with ‘Car Watch’ and for supporting me. 

Best wishes, 
 
Graham Miller 
President, Over 55 Cycling Club, Inc. 
 
15 March 2017 
 
 
 
 
 


